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is best in books. There is no self-con-
sciousness about him, no critical contempt
of the fancies of others; but his own love
for what is beautiful is so modest, so per-
fectly natural and unaffected, that it is
impossible to hear him speak of the things
that he loves without a desire rising up in
one's mind to taste a pleasure which brings
so much happiness to the owner. I have
often talked with him about books that I had
thought tiresome and dull; but he dis-
entangles so deftly the underlying idea of
the book, the thought that one must be on
the look-out for the motive of the whole,
that he has again and again sent me back
to a book which I had thrown aside, with an
added interest and perception. But the
really notable thing is the effect on his own
immediate circle, I do not think his family
are naturally people of very high intelligence
or ability. But his mind and heart seem to
have permeated theirs, so that I know no
group of persons who seem to have imbibed
so simply, without strain or effort, a delight
in what is good and profound. There is no
sort of dryness about the atmosphere. It is
not that they keep talk resolutely on their
own subjects ; it is merely that their outlook